Significant Historic Sites

Coal Creek Historic Park, gifted to the Village in 2002 by Weldwood &

of Canada Ltd, is home to many important historic, recreation and s =
conservation sites well worth exploring. Historic sites, including .
the former Chinatown and No. 1 Japanese Town are not to be

missed, while the forests and wetlands in the park are home to

a variety of flora and fauna. A covenant on the park protects

these unique ecological and heritage values.

As early as 1891, Japanese
miners settled 1.5 miles west
of Union Town to work in the

| No. 1 Mine of the Union Colliery

Company. This small community
flourished for 49 years with

as many as 36 homes and busi-
nesses, including a bathhouse
and two general stores. With
the enactment of the Federal
War Measures Act by the Gov-
ernment of Canada in 1942,
Cumberland’s Japanese residents

% were forcibly remowed to the

BL Interior; few returned.

In 2008, 31 flowering cherry
trees were planted to recagnize
and acknowledge the families
who lived here.

Development began in 1888
and appreximately 550m of
tunnel was driven into the
slope near No. 1 Japanese
Town. The first shipment
of coal left Union Bay in
1889 and the mine closed
in 1895.

Stay Safe!

Coal Creek Historic Park and the Cumberland
Community Forest are wilderness parks.
Expect trails to be wet, slippery and steep.
Wildlife, including bears and cougars, may

be encountered. Use at your

IN THE EVENT OF
AN EMERGENCY, CALL 911

Ty .'n

own risk.
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Constructed to ship coal from the mines in
and around Comberland to the deep water
shipping port at Union Bay, the rail line
began operations in 1889, Ower 200 Chinese
labourers worked on its construction. The
section of railroad running through the
park served No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3 mines,
and led to the No. 4 mine (1889-1935) at
Comox Lake, the most productive

mine in the area.
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A bustling Chinatown
existed at this site from
1888-1968. See opposite

side of this kiosk for
further information.

A slope mine located southwest
of Chinatown, primarily worked

" by Chinese labourers, opened in
1888 and closed in 1899,
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To the west of the former settle-
ment of Union, a small Black
community was established in
the 1890's. Most of the residents,
who had come from Pennsylvania,
left in 1931 as a result of the
Great Depressien and a lack of
jobs. A cairn has been built on
the north side of Comox Lake
Road, adjacent to the park, to
commemorate the early Black
families in the area.
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Motorized vehicles are
not permitted in the park
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Pets must be under control at all times
Please clean up after your pet

Scavenging for artifacts is
not permitted in the park

Camping and overnight stays are
not permitted in the park

Fires are not permitted in the park
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Established in 1888 when the first coal mines opened,
the Town of Union was the original settlement built by
Robert Diunsmuir, owner of the Union Colliery Company.
The site, also known as Union Camp, included rows of
housing - several remain today on Dunsmuir Avenue,
known locally as “Camp Road™
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Now a pleasant orchard, this area of Union
was home to a small Italian community
from the 1889-1910%, and later home to
immigrant Yugoslavian miners and their
fFamilies in the 19205 and 1930s.

‘L Gifted to the Village in 2005
oo by the Cumberland Community
Forest Society, and protecting

the lush coastal western hemlock
5 forest on the southern edge of
JSif | dll d ——" the village, this wilderness park
3 is home to diverse flora and
t F Dre SJ[ fauna, historic sites including .
I y the No. 3 Mine site a steam Folipdl. &
powered hydroelectric generating | Treail il
®  station, and several kilometres of =
popular hiking and mountain
biking trails.

Gateway t

Welcome to Coal Creek Historic Park

0 Cumberland’s Trails

Perseverance Creek

With headwaters in the Beaufort Mountains and fed by the ponds and
wetlands in Coal Creek Historic Park, Perseverance Creek ultimately
drains into Comox Lake. Fish species found in the creek include Coho
salmon, Cutthroat trout, Dolly Varden and sculpin species. One of
the first recorded discoveries of coal by a European occurred on the
banks of the creek in the 1860's, an important event leading to the
“coal boom” in Cumberland that lasted until the mid 20th century.
The park is named after the common name of the stream that was
historically used by area residents.

‘

b gy
Y Mw.:;r.m

=

o o
TR e

g

S

B
e

Foias
——

The Park

As the gateway to a vast and

rugged trail network in the foot-

hills of the Beaufort Mountains,

the park offers trails for all levels

of abilities: the historic Wellington Colliery Railway,
connecting Chinatown with No. 1 Japanese Town and
beyond, offers a scenic pathway on a level grade,
while trails entering the Cumberland Community
Forest are more challenging and are popular with
mountain bikers and hikers.

Whether on foot or wheels, take some time and
explore the park.

Photo courtesy of Jeremy Felson, 2013,

Encounter!

No. 1 mine site, circa 1889

The Past

You are in the tradi-
tional hunting and
fishing grounds of the
K'6moks First Nation who historically shared the wealth of
their territory with neighboring nations. More recently the
site was home to the vibrant ethnic communities of China-
town (1888-1968) and No. 1 Japanese Town (1891-1942),
making the park rich in history. While few buildings remain,
take some time and discover the former town sites and
imagine life in the early 20th century. Also within the park
are the former sites of two Union Colliery Company mines
and the remaining coal slag hills from these operations.
The Wellington Colliery Railway that connected the mines
with the port at Union Bay runs through the park and is a
popular trail linking Chinatown and No. 1 Japanese Town
and beyond.

Down Camp Road, date unknown.
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Mountain Biking

Coal Creek Historic Park is a popular starting off point
for mountain bikers and many races and special events
are staged here throughout the year. Grab your bike and
hit the trails, but always remember to be responsible,
share the trails and respect the land.

Discover!

Natural History

Coal Creek Historic Park and the Cumberland Community
Forest form a large protected area on the southern boundary
of the Village preserving wetlands, salmon bearing streams
and lush second growth forests. Towering Douglas-fir trees,
magical red cedar groves and rare western yew trees are all
found in the area, with black bears, cougars, black-tailed
deer, elk and beavers calling this area home. The wetlands
provide habitat for numerous bird species and are well
known as a bird watching area. Take some time and
discover the natural history of the area!

For more information

Village of Cumberland
Parks and Trails
Cumberland.ca
250-336-2291




